
The Cheese Burger Connection

Background: 

There are a lot of connections in agriculture; it takes many people and different jobs to provide food for us.  The farmer is the beginning of the process and the consumer is at the end.  All of the people involved in helping the farmer produce food, process it, transport it, sell it are involved in agriculture.  

Format:

Students will create webs to make agricultural connections.  This can be done by cutting the pictures on the next page and pasting the picture in sequence on the Cheese Burger Connection page.  Or students could make a bulletin board showing the process of a calf from birth to meat on the table.  Additional pictures can be drawn or cut from magazines and newspapers.  

Have students create their webs, to see who can come up with the most connections between the beef animal and the hamburger bun.  How many jobs are involved?

Teacher Note:

The number of connections is almost endless.  It might help to divide the connections into parts.  For example:

1. Inputs to the farmer to help him/her produce food:  seed sales, fertilizer, pest and weed control sales, veterinarian, feed sales, animal health product sales, animal nutritionist, extension agents, university professors and other experts providing technical information and training. 

2. Inputs into other parts of the burger, such as wheat farmers who produce flour for buns, or vegetable farmers who produce lettuce, tomatoes, onions, cucumbers, (pickles) and dairy farmers who produce milk for cheese.

3. Parts of the web radiating out from the farmer could include farm broadcasters who report on markets, buyers who purchase cattle, truckers who take the cattle to market, auctioneers who sell the cattle, processors who make ground beef food wholesalers who sell to stores and restaurants, buyers for food chains like McDonald’s, those who help write advertising, those who prepare food in supermarkets and restaurant, wait-staff.  Other connections to the hamburger could be bakeries that make buns, ketchup and mustard manufacturers, etc. This list is endless!

Agricultural Connections
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